
 

 

MERTON HERITAGE: MITCHAM FAIR QUIZ ANSWERS 

The annual Mitcham Fair is one of Merton’s greatest claims to fame.  

One of the oldest surviving fairs in the UK, it is said to have started in the sixteenth 

century and has provided fun and entertainment for generations of local residents. 

How much do you know about this historic fair and its traditions ? 

Find out by trying this quiz, designed by Merton Heritage Service  

to keep you entertained in the absence of the fair itself. 
 

Most of the questions are multiple choice, so everyone has an equal chance  

of guessing the correct answers. 
 

Test your knowledge of local history and perhaps learn a bit more about  

our borough’s colourful past at the same time. 
 

The answer sheet can be found on the same webpage. Happy quizzing! 

 

 

 merton.gov.uk/heritage  



 

 QUESTION 1 

 Which monarch is said to have granted a charter authorising the staging of 

 an annual Mitcham fair? 

 A) Elizabeth I  - the Queen is said to have been so delighted with  

 entertainment staged during a visit to Mitcham during the 1590s, that she 

 Issued a charter for an annual fair on the Upper Green.  



 

 QUESTION 2 

 A travelling showman was arrested for exhibiting which wild animal on  

 Mitcham Common during the 1770s? 

 B)  a lion    



 

 QUESTION 3 

 What food was sold in large quantities as a fairground snack during the 

 19th century? 

 D) Oysters   - now a luxury food - these were a common snack in Victorian 

 times and were sold from giant barrels, The shells were later ground up   

 and used to fertilise the local fields. 



 

 QUESTION 4 

 Can you complete the names of these popular fairground rides? 
  

 CAKE WALK   HELTER SKELTER 
 

 CHAIROPLANE  WALTZER 



 

 QUESTION 5 

 What was a bioscope? 

 B) An early cinema  - people paid to watch early moving pictures being 

 projected on to a white sheet.  



 

 QUESTION 6 

 What has traditionally be raised by the Mayor to open Mitcham Fair? 

 C) A gilded key - said to be over 200 years old, the original wooden key is 

 now kept by the Showmen’s Guild and a modern version is used at the 

 opening ceremony. 



 

 QUESTION 7 

 During the Victorian period, the fair boasted over 40 of these… 

 A) Coconut shies  There were also multiple carousels, rides, side

 shows and penny stalls. 



 

 QUESTION 8 

 Sequah was a regular attraction at Mitcham Fair. Was he….? 

 C) A Medicine Man - he sold tonic medicines that were said to cure an 

 amazing variety of ailments. He carefully “positioned” people in the crowd 

 to attest to the amazing efficacy of his bottled medicines. 



 

 QUESTION 9 

 What was ridden round the “Wall of Death”? 

 B) Motorcycles - in a feat of daring riders did circuits, moving higher and 

 higher up the wooden wall, until they were nearly horizontal and at risk of 

 plunging downwards.  



 

 QUESTION 10 

 Can you complete the names of these fairground treats? 

 

 MITCHAM ROCK  CANDYFLOSS  HOTDOGS 



 

 QUESTION 11 

 What is the type of heavy goods vehicle used to pull fairground rides? 

     The SCAMMELL TRUCK - introduced in 1926, these vast vehicles have 

 been used by generations of showmen to transport heavy fairground rides 

 and trailers. 



 

 QUESTION 12 

 In which month of the year is Mitcham Fair traditionally held? 

 

 B) August    



 

 QUESTION 13 

 When was a big meeting held on the Upper Green to protest against an   

 attempt to abolish Mitcham Fair? 

 B) 1906 - local residents had complained about crowds and antisocial  

 behaviour, however the showmen managed to win a temporary reprieve.  



 

 QUESTION 14 

 In which year was the fair last held on the Upper or Fair Green in Mitcham? 

 B )  1923 - by this stage it was acknowledged that the Upper Green was 

 too small to accommodate the showground and plans were made to move 

 it elsewhere. 



 

 QUESTION 15 

 On which part of Mitcham Common is the fair now staged? 

   

 THREE KINGS PIECE 



 

 QUESTION 16 

 What made life difficult for the showmen during the 1950s? 

 C) Heavy rain - this turned the showground into a quagmire, making it 

 hard to move the heavy fairground rides and vehicles. Poor weather also 

 deterred some local residents from visiting the fair, so takings were low. 



 

 QUESTION 17 

 Why did the showmen choose to boycott the fair from the mid 1970s? 
  

 B) Protest at pitch costs - the fair was absent from Mitcham for 9  

 years. 



 

 QUESTION 18 

 Who was contacted for help to reinstate the annual Mitcham Fair? 

 C) Her Majesty the Queen - Fairground enthusiasts Harry Woodley 

 and John Elwin contacted the Royal household for support and  

 campaigned tirelessly. Their efforts were finally successful in 1983. 



 

 QUESTION 19 

 How are the showmen allocated their pitches at Mitcham Fair? 

 A ) Random ballot - this is thought to be the fairest option and prevents  

 prime sites from being occupied by the same attraction each year.  



 

 QUESTION 20 

 What was introduced for the first time at Mitcham Fair in 2019? 

 B) An admission charge - although this prompted criticism, the fee  

 replaced charges for individual rides and was said to give the showmen 

  greater security of income, especially in the face of declining attendances. 


